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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1 and 3 are pending. Claim 1 is currently amended. Claim 3 is new. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was 
not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in 
the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession 
of the claimed invention. Claim 1 recites the limitation 'sterilizing at 130-150 C 
repeatedly'. This limitation is not supported in the specification. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 1 and 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 
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2. The claims recite the limitation 'left aside for further cooking'. It is unclear what 
is within the scope of this limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kageyama (US 5,834,049) in view of Ohta (US 4,892,747) and Light 'Cook-Chill 
Catering', p.107 . 

5. Kageyama discloses a method for preparing rice in aseptic packaging comprising 
the steps of rinsing raw rice and immersing the rice in water (col. 3, line 65). The rice is 
put in a heat resistant plastic bowl (col. 3, lines 49-63) and sterilized at 140 C 6-10 times 
for 5 seconds (col. 4, lines 14-44). The sterilization time used by Kageyama is in such 
close proportion to the claimed 4.5 seconds, that one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention would expect the conditions to impart the same properties. It 
is then disclosed to add cooking water to the bowl in an aseptic space and cook the rice 
in the desired manner, followed by sealing and wrapping the bowl (col. 5, lines 10-40). 
Kageyama does not explicitly disclose the method used to cook the rice, only providing 
guidance to cook the rice in a known manner (col. 5, lines 19-20) and thus fails to 
explicitly disclose a multiple step cooking process. 
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6. However, Ohta discloses a method of cooking rice gruel wherein 2.5 kg of rice is 
cooked in 4 liters of water, and following the first cooking; 4.2 L of a dilute dietary fiber 
and water solution is added to the previously cooked rice before sealing (Ex. 3). It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Kageyama by using the cooking process of Ohta in order to 
provide a sterile packaged rice product with high stability (col. 6, lines 15-20). The time 
period of the cooking step can possibly be about 15 minutes (col. 4, lines 4-11), which is 
in such close proportion to the claimed 12 minutes, that one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention would expect the conditions to impart the same 
properties. 

7. Kageyama and Ohta fail to explicitly disclose that chilling of the packaged rice 
product occurs in a 10 C water bath for 15 minutes. However, Light discloses that it is 
possible to chill packaged pasteurized food in specially designed and cleaned 
containers at 10 C ('Ice Water Bath Chilling'). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a water bath to chill the 
packaged cooked rice product in order to efficiently stop cooking and discourage 
microbial growth. One having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
would find it obvious to adjust the chilling time based on the size of the package in 
order to completely chill the packaged product. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and 
any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date 
of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW KRAUSE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7094. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Keith Hendricks can be reached on (571)272-1401. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/ANDREW KRAUSE/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



/KEITH D. HENDRICKS/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



